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B OA R D  D E C I S I O N  T E X T  R E S E A R C H

SHARE OF ALL SCANNED DECISIONS
Causation link argued (secondary to / caused by / due
to)

28.4%
19,245 decisions

Plantar fasciitis diagnosis documented 26.6%
18,020 decisions

Arch supports, orthotics, or inserts documented 20.7%
14,031 decisions

Marked pronation or plantar tenderness findings 16.6%
11,250 decisions

Entrance-exam baseline discussed (preexisting vs
acquired)

15.1%
10,235 decisions

Weight-bearing X-ray or imaging of the feet 12.8%
8,697 decisions

Foot surgery documented 6.7%
4,517 decisions

Denominator: 67,795 scanned foot decisions. Categories overlap. Marker presence does not mean the evidence controlled the outcome. Findings are descriptive and do not predict an individual claim.
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FOOT EVIDENCE THEMES RESEARCH
An orthopedic blueprint for service connection, examination evidence, functional loss, and the current rating
schedule.
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