
ST RU C T U R A L  F I E L D  R E F E R E N C E

FOUR POINTS TO UNDERSTAND

5055

IDENTIFY THE PROCEDURE AND DATE
Total replacement and resurfacing have specific post-procedure rules and timing.

RESIDUAL

RATE CHRONIC RESIDUALS
Severe painful motion, weakness, and intermediate residuals require different
analyses.

HISTORY

PRESERVE OPERATIVE RECORDS
Surgical reports, follow-up visits, rehabilitation, devices, and residual limitations
matter.

OTHER

CHECK DISTINCT RESIDUALS
Scars, instability, or other manifestations may require separate analysis without
pyramiding.

Use the regulation in effect for the rating period. Measure functional loss accurately, keep distinct manifestations separate, and avoid compensating the same symptom twice.
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T O O L S  FO R  V E T E R A N S

MEASURE THE MOTION. DOCUMENT THE FUNCTION.
Educational use only. Not legal or medical advice. Verify current law and source data before publication.

RATING
BLUEPRINT

R AT E M Y VS O  V I S UA L  G U I D E

K N E E  C L A I M S

KNEE REPLACEMENT RATING GUIDE
An orthopedic blueprint for service connection, examination evidence, functional loss, and the current rating
schedule.
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