
F I E L D  R E F E R E N C E

FOUR POINTS TO UNDERSTAND

P

PRESUMPTIVE PATH
Prove an exact listed condition and qualifying service. VA presumes the relationship
unless rebutted.

D

DIRECT PATH
Prove a current disability, in-service exposure or event, and a medical relationship.

BOTH

DEVELOP BOTH WHEN SUPPORTED
A condition that misses a presumption may still qualify through direct service
connection.

LIMIT

EXPOSURE IS NOT A DIAGNOSIS
Exposure can establish an event, but compensation requires a current disability.

Apply the exact current law to the individual record. Exposure, screening, health-care eligibility, and disability compensation are related but distinct.
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T O O L S  FO R  V E T E R A N S

MAP THE SERVICE. MATCH THE CONDITION. BUILD THE RECORD.
Educational use only. Not legal or medical advice. Verify current law and source data before publication.
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R AT E M Y VS O  V I S UA L  G U I D E

PAC T  AC T  A N D  TOX I C  E X P O S U R E

PRESUMPTIVE VS DIRECT TOXIC EXPOSURE
CLAIM
A field guide to presumptions, exposure evidence, TERA development, and claim pathways.

E X P O S U R E  F I E L D  G U I D E


