
F I E L D  R E F E R E N C E

FOUR POINTS TO UNDERSTAND

1

PHYSICAL TRAUMA
Claims based on physical trauma rather than toxic exposure may fall outside the
TERA examination duty.

2

MENTAL DISORDERS
Mental disorders are identified in VA implementation guidance as an exception
category.

3

NO POSITIVE ASSOCIATION
Certain conditions with no positive association to a specific exposure may be
excepted.

4

CLEAR NON-TOXIC ETIOLOGY
A condition manifested during service or clearly due to a non-toxic cause may not
require a TERA opinion.

Apply the exact current law to the individual record. Exposure, screening, health-care eligibility, and disability compensation are related but distinct.
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MAP THE SERVICE. MATCH THE CONDITION. BUILD THE RECORD.
Educational use only. Not legal or medical advice. Verify current law and source data before publication.
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PAC T  AC T  A N D  TOX I C  E X P O S U R E

FOUR TERA EXAMINATION EXCEPTIONS
A field guide to presumptions, exposure evidence, TERA development, and claim pathways.
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